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Dear Students and to all this may concern: 
 

On behalf of the film schools of the world, the Executive Council of CILECT, the 
Centre International de Liaison des Ecoles de Cinéma et de Télévision, wishes to register 
its concern about the situation of the Centro Sperimentale di Cinema and the National 
Film Archive. CILECT, founded in 1954, is the world association of major film schools with 
over 150 members from more than 58 nations.  

Diverse nations such as Israel, Germany, France, Belgium, Spain and many others 
have established new schools and strengthened existing ones for two compelling 
reasons. They realize that the training of film and multi media personnel is an 
investment in the near-term and long-term future, because of the economic benefits 
that flow from these industries in the 21st century. 

Perhaps even more important is the cultural imperative. Every nation has the 
right to its own language, its own history, its own culture, and film and multimedia are 
the means by which the culture is expressed for most of the people. We believe that 
while there may be a general argument for market forces, there is also an important 
cultural exception. Markets may correct themselves in the long-run, but the damage 
done to culture happens in the short-run and is virtually irreversible. 

The Centro Sperimentale di Cinema is an active full member of CILECT. From our 
experience, the status of film schools in a country is a reliable indicator of the economic 
vision of a nation and of national self-respect. Our understanding is that Italy cares 
deeply about its cultural identity, and that the current government takes a long view of 
economic and social development.  

On behalf of the member schools of CILECT around the world, we urge that Italy 
retain the facility of the National Film School and the National Film Archive which are 
highly significant institutions in Europe’s film and multimedia education. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Don Zirpola 
President 
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The Executive Council 

President 
Don Zirpola, LMU, Los Angeles, USA 

Vice-Presidents 
 Bert Beyens, RITS, Brussels, Belgium 
 Stanislav Semerdjiev, NATFA, Sofia, Bulgaria 
 Maria Dora Mourão, USP, São Paulo, Brazil 
 Victor Valbuena, Republic Polytechnic, Singapore 

Regional Associations Chairs  
CAPA (CILECT Asia-Pacific Association) 

Da Feng Zhong, BFA, Beijing, China 
CARA (CILECT African Region Association) 

Garth Holmes, AFDA, Capetown, South Africa  
CIBA (CILECT Ibero-América) 

José Ramón Mikelajáuregui, CUEC, Mexico City 
GEECT (Groupement européen des écoles de cinéma et de télévision) 

Marc Nicolas, La Fémis, Paris, France  
CNA (CILECT North America) 

Chap Freeman, Columbia College, Chicago, USA  

 

ALBANIA, Akademia e Filmit dhe Multimedias "MARUBI", ARGENTINA, Carrera de Diseño de Imagen 
y Sonido, Escuela Nacional de Experimentacion y Realizacion Cinematografica, Universidad del Cine, 
AUSTRALIA, Australian Film Television and Radio School, Griffith Film School, Victorian College of the 
Arts, AUSTRIA, Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst Wien, BELGIUM, Erasmus Hogeschool 
Brussel, Hogeschool St. Lukas, Institut des Arts de Diffusion, Institut National Supérieur des Arts du 
Spectacle, BRAZIL, Instituto de Artes – UNICAMP, Latin American Training Center, Universidade de 
São Paulo, Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Universidade Federal Fluminense, BULGARIA, 
Nacionalna Academia za Teatralno i Filmovo Izkoustvo, BURKINA FASO, ISIS, CAMEROON, CFPA, 
CANADA, Institut National de l'Image et du Son, Ryerson Polytechnic University, Sheridan Institute of 
Technology and Advanced Learning, Université du Québec à Montréal, York University, CHILE, 
UNIACC, CHINA, Beijing Film Academy, Beijing Film Academy, Communication Institute of China, 
Hong Kong Baptist University, National Taiwan University of Arts, The Central Academy of Drama, 
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Zhejiang University of Media and Communications, 
CROATIA Akademija Dramske Umjetnosti, CUBA Escuela Internacional de Cine y TV, CZECH 
REPUBLIC Akademie Múzickych Umení, DENMARK, Den Danske Filmskole, European Film College, 
EGYPT Academy of Arts, ESTONIA, Baltic Film and Media School, FINLAND, Arcada, Arts Academy at 
Turku University of Applied Sciences, Lahti University of Applied Sciences, Metropolia University of 
Applied Sciences, TAMK University of Applied Sciences, University of Art and Design Helsinki UIAH, 
FRANCE, 3IS, Conservatoire Libre du Cinéma Français, Ecole Nationale Louis Lumière, Ecole 
Supérieure d'Audiovisuel, Ecole supérieure de réalisation audiovisuelle, INA, La FEMIS, VARAN, 
GEORGIA, Georgian State University of Theatre and Film, GERMANY Deutsche Film-und 
Fernsehakademie Berlin, Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg, Hamburg Media School, Hochschule 
für Fernsehen und Film, Hochschule für Film und Fernsehen Potsdam-Babelsberg, international film 
school Cologne, Kunsthochschule für Medien, GREECE, Hellenic Cinema and Television School 
Stavrakos, HUNGARY Szinház - Es Filmmüvészeti Egyetem, INDIA, AJK Mass Communication 
Research Centre, Film and Television Institute of India, Satyajit Ray Film and TV Institute, INDONESIA 
The Jakarta Institute of the Arts, IRAQ The Kurdish School of Cinema, IRELAND Huston School of Film 
& Digital Media, ISRAEL The National Film School, Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Sam Spiegel 
Film and Television School – Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University, Tel Hai College, The Hebrew University, 
ITALY, Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia, Scuola di Cinema, Televisione e Nuovi Media, ZeLIG, 
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JAPAN Japan Academy of Moving Images, Nihon University, Tokyo University of the Arts, KOREA 
Dong-Ah Institute of Media Arts, Korean Academy of Film Arts, LEBANON Institut d'Etudes Scéniques 
et Audiovisuelles, MEXICO Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica, Centro Universitario de Estudios 
Cinematográficos, Universidad Iberoamericana, NETHERLANDS Nederlandse Film en Televisie 
Academie, NIGERIA, NTA Television College, The National Film Institute, NORWAY Den Norske 
Filmskolen, PHILIPPINES University of the Philippines, POLAND Panstwowa Wyzsza Szkola Filmowa 
Telewizyjna I Teatralna, Polski Instytut Sztuki Filmowej, PORTUGAL Escola Superior de Teatro e 
Cinema, Universidade Lusófona, ROMANIA Universitatea de Arta Teatrala si Cinematografica “I.L. 
Caragiale”, RUSSIA Humanitarian Institute of TV and Radio Broadcasting, Russian State Institute of 
Cinematography, St. Petersburg State University of Film and Television, SERBIA Akademija 
Umetnosti BK, Fakultet Dramskih Umetnosti, SINGAPORE LASALLE-SIA, College of the Arts, Nanyang 
Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic, School of Technology for the Arts, SLOVAKIA Vysoká Škola 
Muzických Umení, SLOVENIA Akademija za Gledalisce Radio Film in Televizijo, SOUTH AFRICA AFDA, 
Wits University, SPAIN ECAM, Escola Superior de Cinema i Audiovisuals de Catalunya, Escuela de 
Artes Visuales, Escuela de Cine y Video, Fundación Centro de Estudios Ciudad de la Luz, Fundación 
Para la Investigación del Audiovisual, SWEDEN Dramatiska Institutet, Göteborg University, 
SWITZERLAND Ecole cantonale d'art de Lausanne, Haute école d’art et de design – Genève, 
Hochschule für Gestaltung und Kunst Zürich, TURKEY Istanbul Kültür University, UNITED KINGDOM 
International Film School Wales, London Film School, NAHEMI, National Film and Television School, 
Screen Academy, The Northern Film School, Westminster Film School, URUGUAY Escuela de Cine del 
Uruguay, USA, AFI Conservatory, American University, Boston University, California Institute of the 
Arts, Chapman University, Columbia College Chicago, Columbia University, Loyola Marymount 
University, New York University, School of Visual Arts, Stanford University, The Florida State 
University, The Zaki Gordon Institute, University Film and Video Association, University of California 
Los Angeles, University of North Carolina School of the Arts, University of Southern California, VIET 
NAM The Hanoi Academy of Theatre and Cinema. 


