TÍTULO: ATL TLACHINOLLI / SCORCHED WATER
México, April 2015
Documental, 76:20 min

DCP, Color / b/n

Dirección / Director: Alexander Hick
Producción / Producer: Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica, A. C. and University of Television and Film Munich
Producción Ejecutiva / Executive Production: Flipping the coin Films
Guión / Screenplay: Alexander Hick
Texto de narración / Text for voice over: Ileana Villareal / Alexander Hick
Fotografía / Cinematography: Alexander Hick
Edición / Editing: Julián Sarmiento
Narrador / Narrator: Matthias Hirth
Sonido / Sound: Luis Palomino, Evan Lamahag, Anna Lozano, Jola Woyzeck, Albert Bataller, Patricia Gil Sanz, Augusto Ruiz Bravo, Ángel Franco
Diseño de Sonido / Sound Design: Iván Ramos, Berthold Kröker
Música / Music: Juan Pablo Villa
Compañía productora / Production Company:  Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica, A.C. and University of Television and Film Munich
Reparto / Cast: Roberto Altamirano Hernandez, Dona Raquel González Sánchez, José Luis Aries Castillo, Dolores Benitez, Germin Arias Benitez, Luis Arturo Arias Benitez, Mateo Aguilar Dionisio, Juan del Monte Altamirano, Luis Fernando del Monte Zavala, Julio David Chávez Altamirano, René Camacho Arellano, Mario Zárate Valderrama, Juan Carlos Coloaba Morales, Frances Coloaba Valverde, Juan Carlos Gonzáles Sánchez, Gamaliel del Monte Zavala, Carlos Alberto Osorio Peñaloza, Moisés Martínez Sánchez, Jesús y su familia, Neza Arte Nel, David y Lupus

Ventana de proyección / Aspect ratio: DCP Flat 1,85:1
Sonido / Sound: Dolby Surrund 5.1
Formato de Captura / Shooting Format: Super 16mm Film

Sinopsis / Synopsis:
En la búsqueda del Axolotl, una salamandra endémica de los antiguos lagos del Valle de México, Atl Tlachinolli es un ensayo sobre supervivencia y adaptación, una mirada insólita a lo que perdura.

Searching for the unique Axolotl, a endemic salamander that used to 

live in the former lake of Mexico, Atl Tlachinolli is an essayistic inqui-

ry into survival and adaptation, the film casts its gaze on that which remains.

 "In order to escape being sacrificed, the God Xólotl transforms himself into a salamander, fleeing from what he once was. His death was necessary in order to bring forth a new era." So relates the voice in the essay film Atl Tlachinolli (Scorched water), which tells of the search for the Axolotl, a salamander that lives in the lakes surrounding Mexico City. The Axolotl- an Aztec word for "water monster"- lives its entire life in the water, refusing to undergo metamorphosis and conform to terrestrial life. The animal was seen for the last time in its natural habitat in 2014. A fishermen who survives on the outskirts of the megalopolis tells of its disappearance. Cognizant of the mythological immortality that surrounds the strange creature, he expresses the desire to transform into one himself. Taking up this mythology of transformation from god to animal as a metaphor for Mexico City itself, the director accompanies a corrupt policeman and brutal gang members in the sprawling suburbs of the megalopolis. He examines the struggle for survival in what was the former lake of Mexico but is today the habitat of 23 million people. As an essayistic inquiry into survival and adaptation, the film casts its gaze on that which remains.
Biografía / Biography: 
Alexander Hick, nacido el 29 de abril de 1985, estudió Bellas Artes en Munich y Barcelona y Dirección de Documental en Munich y México D.F. Obtuvo la beca del Ministerio de Ciencias, Investigación y Artes de Bavaria en 2013 y la beca DAAD en 2012. En 2014 fundó la productora Flipping the coin Films. Atl Tlachinolli es su primer largometraje documental. 

Alexander Hick, born April 29th  1985, studied Fine Arts in Munich and Barcelona and Documentary Films in Munich and Mexico City. He was awarded with the grant from Bavarian State Ministry for Education, Science and the Arts in 2013 and the DAAD Scholarship in 2012. Alexander Hick founded Flipping the coin Films in 2014, Scorched Water is his first feature film. 
Filmografía / Filmography: 
Atl Tlachinolli, 2015, S16mm, LF 

San Agustin- Low tide in the plastic sea, 2012, S16mm; MF

Day after day, 2011, HD, SF

Saint Germain, 2010, 16mm, SF

Blaueis, 2009, HD, SF
Apuntes del Director / Notes from the Director:
Axolotl denied metamorphosis and stayed throughout their entire life in the water. When i saw the first image of an Axolotl and its almost human face, i decided instantly to make a film about the search for the ancient, little animal. I was fascinated by the incomprehensibility of the animal; it seemed like a look into the void. The Axolotl is the protagonist of many stories, books, writings and images, but it is always the authors cosmovision that is portrayed or a world, made by man. The film begins with a collection of impressions and quotes about the Axolotl, during the course of the film, the places, people, protagonists, the atmosphere, everything goes through change. It is the film itself, that goes through a metamorphosis.
I am interested in documentary filmmaking as a process, when the outcome is unpredictable, undefined at the first place.
Festivales y Premios / Festivals and Awards
-Visions du Réel, Nyon 2015, Regard Neuf 

-DOK Leipzig, Alemania, Oct.2015 

-Festival Internacional de Cine de Morelia, México, Oct. 2015 

-Les Écrans Documentaires Paris, Francia, Oct. 2015 

-Festival International Signes de Nuit, Francia / Sección Cinema in Transgression, Nov. 2015 Premio a Mejor Documental / Best Documentary Award 

-ETHNOCINECA, Austria, May 2016 

-Festival Internacional de Cine Documental EDOC, Ecuador, Mayo 2016 

-Riviera Maya International Film Festival, Jun. 2016 

-Mérida Fest, México, Ene. 2017 

-Festival de Cine Todos Santos, México, Mar. 2017 

Contacto Distribución America, España / Contact Distribution
Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica, A.C.
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04220, México DF, México
Tel: +52 55 4155 0090 ext. 1813
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www.elccc.com.mx
Contacto Distribución Europa, Asia, Afrika, Russia, Australia / Contact Distribution
University for Television and Films Munich

Bernd- Eichinger Platz 1

80333 München
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Festival Coordinator
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Alexander Hick
Flipping the Coin Films
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08005 Barcelona
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